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John 11:5-6  
5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.6 When he had heard 

therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was. 

John 11:15  
15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; 

nevertheless let us go unto him. 

Big Idea - God’s love is often revealed through delays.  

Jesus would raise Lazarus from the dead and be one of, if not the greatest, miracle in 
the New Testament.  

This climactic miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead was Jesus’ public evidence of 
the truth of His great claim, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”  

In our text today we see a delay. Jesus knew that Lazarus was sick but waited two 
days to come to heal him.  

God’s loving delays prompt us to: 

I.  Request Help   

John 11:1–3 KJV - 1Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the 
town of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord 
with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 3 
Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is 
sick. 

The sisters were desperate!  Desperation is a good thing. As strange as it may sound, 
desperation is a really good thing in the spiritual life. Desperation causes us to be 
open to radical solutions, willing to take all manner of risks in order to find what we 
are looking for. God becomes an active player in our lives when we are at the end of 
our rope and are desperate. 

Physical, emotional, and financial desperation has caused many to throw up their 
hands and cry unto God for help.   

The sisters assumed, because of the Lord’s ability and His love for Lazarus, that He 
would immediately respond to their word about Lazarus’ illness and come. 

When Lazarus took sick, the Lord Jesus was apparently on the east side of the 
Jordan River. The sisters sent word to Him immediately that Lazarus, whom He 
loved, was sick.  

Are you in a position that you need to call out to the Lord?  Surely, He will drop 
everything and come, right? 



God’s loving delays prompt us to: 

II. Understand God’s Plan   

John 11:4–7 KJV -   4When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, 
but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 5 Now Jesus 
loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 6 When he had heard therefore that he 
was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was. 7 Then after that 
saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 

The delay was not from lack of love (v. 5), or from fear of the Jews.  Jesus waited 
until the right moment in the Father’s plan. 

Lazarus’ sickness would not end in death, that is, in permanent death.  Instead, Jesus 
would be glorified in this incident (see John 9:3). 

11:5–6. Despite Jesus’ love for all three (Martha and her sister and Lazarus), He 
waited two more days.  The delay would mean Lazarus would be raised from the 
dead.  God uses His delays to teach us to trust Him more fully and to submit more 
thoroughly to His lordship over our lives. 

It is a tough thing to believe that Jesus deliberately waited. Remember Mary and 
Martha's hearts were breaking. This was a dearly loved brother, a younger brother 
evidently, and his death as a young man was a grievous loss to them.  

Jesus' presence with them would have been a tremendous comfort even if he never 
did a thing about raising Lazarus from the dead.  

Yet, knowing that they needed him there to comfort them, knowing that they longed 
to have him there to the point that they sent a messenger to let him know the 
situation, he deliberately remained two days longer at the place where he was. 

Why? That is the question we all ask. 

The answer is in John 11:5 - 5Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 

So, Jesus deliberately delayed because he loved them and knew this would 
strengthen their faith as they learned the ultimate outcome when God would work. 

Christian maturity is looking at the situation and knowing that whatever you face, you 
face it so God will be glorified.  Was it unloving for Jesus to stay two extra days? 
Many and Martha sure felt that way. I am sure they felt that way but our feelings are 
fallible.  

Lastly, God’s loving delays prompt us to: 

III. Ignore the Physical  

John 11:8–15 KJV-  8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to 
stone thee; and goest thou thither again? 9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the 
light of this world. 10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no 



light in him. 11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend 
Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. 12 Then said his 
disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but 
they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. 14 Then said Jesus unto 
them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to 
the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. 

In the text the disciples tell Jesus not to go to Bethany. It’s too dangerous!  

Yes, going to Bethany was dangerous. Yes, we know that Lazarus was dead.  

Jesus wanted them to ignore the physical and trust God in the delay. 

In vs. 9 Jesus answered them as follows: In the ordinary course of events, there are 
twelve hours of light in the day, when men can work. As long as a man works during 
this allotted time, there is no danger of his stumbling or falling because he sees 
where he is going and what he is doing. The light of this world, or daylight, keeps 
him from accidental death through stumbling. 

The spiritual meaning of the Lord’s words is as follows: The Lord Jesus was walking 
in perfect obedience to the will of God. There was thus no danger of His being 
killed before the appointed time. He would be preserved until His work was done. 

What an encouragement to us all! 

This is true of every believer. If we are walking in fellowship with the Lord and doing 
His will, there is no power on earth that can kill us before God’s appointed time. 

It all makes sense now.  

Let’s me close by asking you this - is God trying to get your attention?  Do you know 
Him as your Savior? 

Are you in a delay?  Understand that God loves you and is deeply involved in the 
delay! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

SEED Group Questions 
Sunday, October 17, 2021 

 
 
Opening -  

• Tell the group one positive or good thing that has happened this week. 
 

• Do you have issue or concern you would like to share with the group? 
 
Sermon:  God's Love Revealed Through Delays 
John 11:1-16 
 

1. What are some things that frustrate most people when they are delayed? 
 

2. Explain a time when you prayed for something and God either did not answer 
the way you wanted or there was a delay in getting an answer. 
 

3. John 11:1-3 indicates that Mary and Martha were desperate. How can 
desperation be used by God in our lives? Can you name a time when you 
were desperate, and God used that circumstance in your life? Be specific. 

 

4. Look at vs. 5–6. Despite Jesus’ love for all three (Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus), He waited two more days. How do you think they felt when they 
found out Jesus was not coming right away? Why do we expect God to “drop 
everything” and come now? 
 

5. Focus on vs. 5 - really the question above should read because of rather than 
despite Jesus’ love for the three siblings he waited.  Explain the difference and 
why it demonstrated His love.   

 
6. God allows delays in our requests for what purpose?  See vs. 15 and cross 

reference with John 9:3. 
 

7. Exodus 13:17 ESV17 - When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead 
them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near. For God 
said, “Lest the people change their minds when they see war and return to 
Egypt.”  When God wants to take you somewhere He may take you on the 
long path instead of a shortcut. Explain how God has allowed this in your     
life and what the outcome was.  Did you see the benefit then or did it take a 
while? 

 
 


